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able to put a check to any rasli adventure, any
launching into bubbles and projects, and things
dangerous to the business; and this is a very
needful thing in a partnership, that one should be
able to correct the rash resolves of another in
hazardous cases.

By this correcting of rash measures, I mean over-
ruling them with moderation and temper, for the
good of the whole, and for their mutual advantage.
The Romans had frequently two generals, or con-
suls, to command their armies in the field; one of
which was to be a young man, that, by his vigour
and sprightly forwardness, he might keep up the
spirits and courage of the soldiers, encourage them
to fight, and lead them on by his example; the other
an old soldier, that, by his experience in the military
affairs, age, and counsels, he might a little abate
the fire of his colleague, and might not only know
how, but when to fight; and the want of this lost
them many a victory, and the great battle of Cannae
in particular, in which eighty thousand Romans were
killed in one day.

To compare small things with great, I may say,
it is just so in the affair of trade; you should
always join a sober grave head, weighed to business,
and acquainted with trade, to the young trader, who
will the easier give up his judgment, and be go-
verned by the solid experience of the other.

Again ; if you must go into partnership, be sure,
if possible, you take nobody into partnership but
such as whose circumstances in trade you are fully
acquainted with; such there are frequently to be
had among relations and neighbours ; and such, if
possible, should be the man that is taken into part-
nership, that the hazard of unsound circumstances
may be avoided; a man may else be taken into
partnership who may be really bankrupt, even be-